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New Patent Awarded for an Activator Designed 
to Help Treat Epilepsy

Hemp Seed Oil May Offer 
New Hope for 
Epilepsy Patients

Last year, lawmakers, led by state Representative 
Matt Gaetz and Representative Katie Edwards, 
championed and ultimately passed the 
Compassionate Medical Cannabis Act, also known 
as Charlotte’s Web. 

The law made legal a strain of non-euphoric The law made legal a strain of non-euphoric 
marijuana for Florida residents who suffer from 
epilepsy, and other seizure disorders and diseases. 
However, the rules that the Department of Health 
drafted in order to implement the law were 
challenged in the court’s system and ultimately 
thrown out. 

The rule-making process will begin again next month, The rule-making process will begin again next month, 
on February 4 and 5, 2015, in Tallahassee and will 
outline how they will select, license and regulate 
private companies who want to grow, process and 
sell Charlotte’s Web. It remains to be seen if this will 
be a seamless, quick process or one that’s riddled 
with delays. 

Coinciding with the rule-making hearings, Legislative Coinciding with the rule-making hearings, Legislative 
Session will convene in early March and lawmakers 
are already developing back-up plans to ensure the 
products become available to deserving patients. 
These alternatives range from minor alterations of 
the Compassionate Medical Cannabis Act language 
all the way to an expansion of the law to allow 
medical marijuana to be available to more people medical marijuana to be available to more people 
with painful illnesses and diseases. Additionally, 
there’s a chance a medical marijuana amendment 
could be back on the ballot in 2016 if the expansion 
effort doesn’t happen this Session. 

As the leading epilepsy organization in the state, we 
know that our members are interested in any updates 
to the status of this issue. We will continue to keep 
you apprised of any new activities involving the 
Legislature, and the implementation or expansion of 
Charlotte’s Web.

Epilepsy and seizures are not the same, an epileptic seizure is a transient occurrence of signs 
and/or symptoms due to abnormal excessive electrical activity in the neurons in the brain. 
Epilepsy is a disease, not a seizure disorder, characterized by an enduring predisposition to 
generate epileptic seizures and by the neurobiological, cognitive, psychological and social 
consequences of the many faces of this condition. Consequently, a seizure is an event, 
epileptic or not and epilepsy is the disease involving recurrent unprovoked seizures of 
neurologic origin.
  
Historically, epilepsy has existed for thousands of years, it is as old as civilization and Historically, epilepsy has existed for thousands of years, it is as old as civilization and 
emerged at the same pace as the evolution of human beings and its definition has evolved 
with time. The earliest mention of epilepsy with a specific definition was found first recorded in 
a Babylonian treatise discovered in southern Turkey. They defined epilepsy as to be caused 
by the presence of demons and the different types of seizures depended on the type of 
demon that infected the individual. The ancient Greeks called it "epilambanein" from which the 
word epilepsy derives, meaning "to seize" or "to attack" or "possess or afflict" what they also 
called the "Sacred Disease"; thus, defining the "result of a curse from the gods delivered for called the "Sacred Disease"; thus, defining the "result of a curse from the gods delivered for 
the offense of the goddess Selene. It was believed that if you spent a night in the temple of 
Selene she would come to you in a dream and tell you how to remove the curse". However, in 
400 B.C. Hippocrates, the father of the medicine offered another view of epilepsy and defined 
it as another natural disease and could be treated through natural methods.
 
More recently from Biblical times and through the Middle Ages and Renaissance, epilepsy 
took different definitions ranging from demoniac possession to religious connotations to the 
point that the nobility and the church believed epilepsy not to be a disease at all but rather a 
sign of prophetic powers and great intelligence. The enrichment began to change the way 
epilepsy was looked and defined and was once again believed to be a natural disease and 
this time the theory was widely accepted.
 
In modern times it was only in 1870 that the English neurologist John Hughlings Jackson In modern times it was only in 1870 that the English neurologist John Hughlings Jackson 
described a seizure as being due to disordered brain electricity and his electrical theory of 
epilepsy change the world of epilepsy. In the 1930's the first method for testing the electric 
hypothesis for epilepsy was discovered by Hans Berger when he invented the EEG machine 
allowing studying of this disease in a more scientific way and developing current range of 
treatment for epilepsy and allowing a more accurate definition.
 
Actually, in 2005, the International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) defined a seizure as "a Actually, in 2005, the International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) defined a seizure as "a 
transient occurrence of signs and/or symptoms due to abnormal excessive or synchronous 
neuronal activity in the brain" and epilepsy as a disease primarily manifested by seizure 
activity originated in the brain. Controversies may continue through the future fueled by 
advances in molecular biology, genetics, bio-engineering and many other scientific fields but 
in the meantime, epilepsy is actually defined by ILAE as follow:
 
A Person Is Considered To Have Epilepsy If They Meet Any Of The A Person Is Considered To Have Epilepsy If They Meet Any Of The 
Following Conditions:

1. At least two unprovoked (or reflex) seizures occurring greater than 24 hours apart.

2. One unprovoked (or reflex) seizure and a probability of further seizures similar to the 
general recurrence risk (at least 60%) after two unprovoked seizures, occurring over the 
next 10 years.

3. Diagnosis of an epilepsy syndrome Epilepsy is considered to be resolved for individuals 3. Diagnosis of an epilepsy syndrome Epilepsy is considered to be resolved for individuals 
who had an age-dependent epilepsy syndrome but are now past the applicable age or 
those who have remained seizure-free for the last 10 years, with no seizure medicine for 
the last 5 years.

 
In the definition, epilepsy is now called a In the definition, epilepsy is now called a disease, rather than a disorder. This was a decision 
of the Executive Committees of the ILA and the International Bureau for Epilepsy. The word 
'disease' better connotes the seriousness of epilepsy to the public.

Meet Murray Levin, 
Executive Director of the Saul and Theresa Esman Foundation, 
our February 2015 Funder of the Month.

Epilepsy “Shark Tank” Competition Accepting 
New Innovators’ Ideas
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